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PARENTS GUIDE

Selecting the location of your son or daughter’s overseas education is an important
decision. There are hundreds of destinations and universities to choose from, as well
as considerations to make about safety and value for money.

To help you in this important decision process, we have highlighted the essential points
to take into account if you are considering BCUIC and Birmingham City University.
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WHY THE UK?

QUALITY OF EDUCATION

The UK has a distinguished reputation world-wide for
providing high-quality degrees. In fact, the UK is home to
around 442,000 international students each year, who come
to learn in one of the most respected education systems

in the world. The UK government ensures that recognised
universities pass strict tests for quality assurance; these
measures ensure students receive the best teaching,
support and resources available.

FAST-TRACK TO A DEGREE

Students can obtain a Bachelor’s degree in three years and
a Master’s degree in 12 months, and these durations are
shorter than in many other study destinations.

SAFETY

By international standards, the UK is a safe country. In a recent
survey by the British Council, only a very small proportion of
students had ever experienced a crime and the overwhelming
majority felt that the UK is a very safe place to be.

ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE

The Tier 4 visa includes a health surcharge, which entitles
students to access the UK's National Health Service (NHS)
at no additional cost, in the same way as a permanent UK
resident. This access includes registration at a local doctor’s
surgery and treatments at hospital.

HOME OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

The UK is multicultural and dynamic, however it will also give
your son or daughter the opportunity to develop their English
language skills on a daily basis. English is the global language
of business, so improving their English level whilst in the UK will
undoubtedly help your son or daughter in their future career.




WHY BIRMINGHAM?

LOCAL POLICE PROTECTION

The police in the UK are friendly and helpful. They have a duty
to protect everyone and can always be safely approached.
Birmingham is covered by West Midlands Police; they can
easily be contacted by telephone both in an emergency and
non-emergency situation.

RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS AND COMMUNITIES

Birmingham offers a variety of religious buildings. As well as
beautiful cathedrals and old churches, Birmingham is home
to over 150 mosques and religious community centres.

LOWER COST OF LIVING

Birmingham is the second most cost-effective city for

students in the UK, with the cost of living around 36% lower
than in London. In fact, more than 6,000 people left London
for Birmingham in 2015, and this number continues to rise.

PERFECT CITY SIZE

Whether your son or daughter is moving from a rural village
or from a buzzing metropolis, Birmingham can accommodate
a range of comfort zones: the city is the second-largest in the
UK, but it is smaller and more self-contained than London.
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CENTRAL LOCATION

The city of Birmingham has a lot to offer, but its central
location and excellent transport links also enable students
to explore the country and ensure they are getting maximum
value from their course fee. Coming to study in the UK is an
experience, not just a degree.

QUALITY OF FOOD

There are over 800 restaurants and cafés in Birmingham
covering over 25 different cuisines from around the world,
plus a growing street food scene. The city also has its very
own Chinatown, offering authentic menus from North Asia
all the way to Malaysia.

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

The city’s international airport connects to over 140
destinations worldwide - including Dubai, USA and
most of Europe - and is just 30 minutes from BCUIC.




WHY BCUIC AND BIRMINGHAM CITY UNIVERSITY?

SECURITY

Every campus building has a dedicated security desk and
entry into the buildings is permitted only to badge-holders
- namely University staff and students.

STUDENT SERVICES

BCUIC has its own Student Services team, which ensures the
welfare of each and every student. The team hosts Orientation
and Enrolment at the beginning of every semester, as well

as offering disability support and learning support where
required. Every semester the team also organises a range of
social activities to help students settle in and make friends.

Your son or daughter will also have the benefit of accessing
the University’'s Ask Desk, which offers support and advice to
students around finance matters, health and wellbeing, and
visas and immigration. At both BCUIC and Birmingham City
University, the student’s welfare is the priority.

THE SIJ PROGRAMME

BCUIC has a special programme in place to ensure that
students’ progress is monitored. If a student’s attendance
falls below the required 85% or they have numerous
consecutive absences, the Student Services team are alerted
and the concern is addressed without hesitation.

Academic support is provided through a range of processes,
including one-to-one meetings and Individual Learning Plans
(ILPs), and the chances of success at university are further
enhanced by BCUIC’s mandatory Interactive Learning Skills
and Communication (ILSC) module. This module, embedded
in every BCUIC pathway programme, focuses on all of the
academic skills needed for success at a UK university -
including time management, public speaking, researching
and referencing correctly.

CAREER OUTCOMES

Birmingham City University is currently ranked #7 in the UK
for employability, and 97% of students are in employment or
further study within six months of graduating.

The majority of degree courses include work placement
opportunities, and the University also runs an employability
scheme called Graduate+. This is an awards programme
which records students” extra-curricular activities and
enables them to work towards Bronze, Silver and Gold
level. This scheme is embedded into every degree from

the beginning, so your son or daughter will be able to start
developing their professional profile from day one of BCUIC.

Birmingham City University continues to deliver careers
support for up to three years after students graduate.
This includes consultations with careers advisors and
access to an online e-guidance service.

QUALIFIED TUTORS

Many of the University’'s 1,700 academic staff are practising
professionals and leading experts in their sector. Your son
or daughter will receive first-hand, up-to-date knowledge
directly from those in the know - whether they're studying
health science, computing, business, engineering or art.

This level of expertise is reflected in BCUIC’s team of tutors,
who are equally qualified in their respective professions.
BCUIC’s Law Foundation programme is delivered in part

by Karen Parker, a practising barrister; our Art and Design
programmes are delivered by Kathryn Marchbank, a jewellery
designer who has previously lectured at the renowned School
of Jewellery.

RECOGNISED STANDARDS

BCUIC was proud to receive a ‘Commendable’ report from the
Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA] in April
2018, and Birmingham City University was awarded ‘Silver’
status for its quality of teaching in the Government’s Teaching
Excellence Framework (TEF] in June 2017.

Got any questions? Feel free to contact us:

_ info@bcuic.bcu.ac.uk
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